Fire Information

Cascade Complex
Cascade, Idaho
During the tenure of the Great Basin National Incident Management Team (GBIMT), August 18-September 6, 2007, the Fire Information Organization was staffed as follows:
Kathy Jo Pollock   (PIO1)


Vince Mazzier    (PIO2)
Heather O’Hanlon (PIO2T)


Mary Naylor       (PIO3T))

The team received a briefing upon our arrival in Cascade, Idaho on August 18, 2007 by Loch’s Area Command Team, Boise National Forest representatives and Type 2 and Type I IC’s.  The information unit was asked to participate daily at 0930 on PIO conference calls with Area Command, Boise Info Center and other IMT’s.  Prepare news releases and disseminate them to specific e-mail list created for the Cascade Complex. Additional requests included downloading releases, maps and photos onto ftp site and to the Cascade Complex Inciweb site.  
Management of the Landmark Complex was assumed on Monday, August 20 at 1800.  
This occurred after two days of shadowing the Suwyn Type II Team August 19-20.  Additionally, a transition with the Boyles Type I Team, August 20-21, 2007 occurred management of the Cascade Complex was assumed at 1800 on August 21, 2007.  
The immediate concern was the dissemination of information to the community of Yellow Pine, Johnson Creek, Warm Lake, Paradise Valley and the community of Cascade.  A daily visit was scheduled to deliver information to the residents of Yellow Pine and Johnson Creek areas and the existing trapline to Cascade was continued.  A relationship was established with the local residents and an open line of communication existed.

A fire information meeting was arranged and conducted the afternoon of Tuesday, August 28, 2007, at the Yellow Pine Community Center.  23 residences from Yellow Pine and Johnson Creek attended.  IMT members, Cascade District Ranger, Krassel District Ranger and Valley County Deputy Sheriff were all present.  These individuals all participating showed a unified presence which was pivotal in establishing good team/community relations and in clarifying any rumors about the incident.    Positive exchange of information allowed for a broad brush approach for getting pertinent information to the public.
Secretary of Interior, Dick Kempthorn and an entourage of 2 visited Cascade Complex ICP on Tuesday, August 21, 2007.  The Secretary was briefed on the Cascade Complex Incident and given a tour of the Incident Command Post by the IC and PIO.

Congressman Bill Sali of Idaho and his entourage of 2 visited Cascade Complex ICP on Friday, August 31, 2007.  The Congressman and staff were briefed on the Cascade Complex incident by the IC and a flight was provided to the Congressman and staff for an overview of the incident.

In general media interest was low.  Interviews were done over the phone with the Idaho Statesman, Long Valley Advocate, KBOI Radio, KMCL Radio and Channel 2.  Channel 7 and Long Valley Advocate visited ICP and obtained interviews.  Idaho Outdoors was the only local media outlet that requested a visit to the fireline.  Objective was to obtain fire video, interview crews and locals from the Yellow Pine and Johnson Creek areas.  Filming was successful with footage of burn out operations.
A BBC news crew visited ICP on August 30, and was escorted to the fireline by Safety and PIO.  The BBC crew obtained film footage on the ground and they were allowed to fly a fixed wing into the TFR and obtain footage from the air.  The documentary they are putting together will not air until December 2008.
The major duties of the Information Unit included:

-coordination with all team members 

-arranging and coordinating Cascade Complex fire information meeting

-dissemination of current and accurate incident information
-obtaining approval for public requests to enter closed area and visits to the fireline.
-establishing and maintaining an extensive information “trapline” for the local area

-producing current information updates and presentations both written and orally

-provide a focal point for providing information establishing rapport with Yellow Pine and Johnson Creek communities, cooperators, and elected officials

-conducted media interviews, and escorted media personnel to the fireline. 

-coordinated and briefed with other Boise PIO’s, other IMT’s and Area Command on a daily basis 
-maintain camp bulletin and Landmark Airstrip Spike Camp information boards

-maintained lost and found

-set up mail service
A specific duty to this incident included the coordination with local Cascade District Ranger and Valley County Sheriff concerning area and road closures.  These closures were extremely important to the local populace and required constant updating to inform the Yellow Pine, Johnson Creek, Big Creek residences and Warm Lake cabin owners.
The information unit ensured that special attention was given to providing current road information to the Cascade Ranger District, Valley County Sheriff, residences of Yellow Pine, Johnson Creek and Warm Lake permitees.
A scheduled escort for Warm Lake cabin owners was provided.  This allowed them to retrieve spoiled food from refrigerators and freezers and to dispose of it properly.  To retrieve trailers, atv’s, and other equipment as well as the opportunity to winterize cabins.  These trips were coordinated and approved by operations, safety, the Cascade District Ranger and the Valley County Sheriff.  The escorted trips were eventually cancelled for public and firefighter safety due to increased fire activity and equipment along the Warm Creek road and area.
Bulletin boards were updated on a daily basis.  An informational trap line was established and maintained by the team throughout the assignment.  The trap-line stretched from Yellow Pine to Cascade, Idaho.  It was maintained and refreshed on a daily schedule.  Other members of the general public were contacted as the opportunity presented itself or if requested by fire officials.
Written materials produced by the Information Unit included a living with fire brochure, briefing packets for the Community Fire Information meeting, Secretary of Interior, Congressman Sali, and Valley County Commissioners briefings, thank you letters, and certificates of appreciation.
This incident had a number of special requests from various groups.  See list below.
Secretary of Interior

and entourage  

8/21/2007
Briefing on Cascade Complex 

Debco Construction
8/21/207
Received permission to continue 
construction work on Warm Lake Road.
Idaho Fish and Game
8/22/2007
Received permission to continue milking 
and counting Salmon in the Stolle Meadows, 
Johnson Creek and Deadwood areas.
Nez Perce Tribe

8/22/2007
Received permission to continue to milking
and counting Salmon in the Stolle Meadows, 
Johnson Creek and Deadwood areas.
Nez Perce Tribe

8/22/2007
Received permission to continue tracking 
wolves in the Stolle Meadows area.
University of Idaho 
Wildlife Dept


8/23/2007
Received permission to continue Salmon 
studies in the Stolle Meadows, Johnson 
Creek and Deadwood areas.
Warm Lake 
Cabin Owners

8/21-24/2007
Escorted trips into Warm Lake to retrieve 
spoiled food from refrigerators and freezers.
To retrieve trailers, atvs and winterize 
cabins and assess water damage.
Yellow Pine and 
Johnson Creek residences
8/23/2007
Residents allowed back in, but are still under 
a Level 2 Evacuation.
Valley Co.
Commissioners

8/28/2007
Requested a briefing from the IC.
Loggers-Roger Jackson

And Todd Flukiner

08/29/2007
Access into incident to continue logging in 
the Warm Lake and Paradise Valley areas.
Tom Boatner, 
BLM Fire Operations 
Div. Chief


08/29/2007
BLM Representative visit to ICP.
BBC Crew


08/30/2007
To obtain fire footage from ground and air 
for documentary that will air on the 

Discovery Channel in December of 2008

Idaho Outdoor Crew
8/30-31/2007
To obtain fire footage and to interview 
residence of Yellow Pine and Johnson 
Creek.  Spend the night and continued 
obtaining fire footage and interview crews.

Channel 7, Boise

8/31/2007
Interview in camp, video footage of helibase 
and video footage taken by Ops chief of the 
Landmark burnout was given to them.
Congressman Sali 
and entourage

8/31/2007
Briefing on Cascade Complex and Recon 
flight.

Lenny Skunberg 
LennyAeromotive Inc. 
8/31/2007
called to obtain permission to enter Big 
Creek area to salvage an airplane.  
Permission was given to travel the Warm 
Lake Road.
Kari Greer, NIFC 
Contract Photographer
9/02/2007
Dave Olson (Boise NF PAO) requested that 
Kari visit the Cascade Complex to obtain 
photos of point protection etc.
BBC Photographer

9/03/2007
Lee Freeman escort BBC out to fireline for more footage.
Cascade 
Chamber of Commerce
9/04/2007
Briefing on Cascade Complex at their 
meeting.  OP’s (T) handled.
